meal for the twins, helping
little Saoirse with her home-
work (Chinese grammar, of
course) — while running a
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mums versus stay-at-home
mums” war — all it does is
make mothers, no matter
what they do, feel guilty:

A buttontin gave goldsmith Elaine
Sarah Comerford the idea of a business
whereby people can create their own
personalised jewellery collection

HE reaction to Thurs-

I day night’s Dragons’

Den hasbeen phenom-
enal — more than 10,000 hits
on my website, and phone
calls and emais of congratu-
lations. More importantly, I
also received Dbusiness
enquiries and provisional
orders from jewvellers all over
the country.

I am pinchirg myself. How
has all this happened so fast
for me?

I spent my childhood in

the beautiful, historic Dun-
hill, Co Waterford, a stone’s
throw from Dunhill castle and
Annestown beach. I grew up
with inspirational surround-
ings and with two very cre-
ative parents. It seemed
inevitable that I'd grow up
loving to work with my hands.

I was also taught from a
young age that if I want some-
thing, I have to earn it. This
created my entrepreneurial
hunger.

I hear my nephew say, “I'm

yet another loving, perfect
mom, was due to be released
on Mother’s Day last year. Ini-
tially meant to be promoted as

was ri

bored!” far too often. I don’t
think I was ever bored; there
was always something to do,
something to create.

I contacted my enterprise
board and started reading
books on various aspects of
starting a business.

My fiance, Mark, has high
hopes for winning the lot-
tery. I don’t even play the
Lotto — I'm determined to
make my own fortune!

The first significant step
on the road to Button & Co
was taking the jewellery pro-
duction and goldsmithing
skills course run in Kilkenny
by the Crafts Council of Ire-
land. Here, I learned my skills
under Jane Huston.'

Always looking for inspi-

At Dimboyne Powder Coating we can Sandblast/Refurbish all the below
items to give that new look again. Choose from a large range of colours.

With over 20 years experience you can rely on our service & expertise
| Dunboyne Powder Coating
Trim Road, Dunboyne, Co. Meath.
Tel: 01-8251804 Fax: 01-8013835 Mobile: 087 2850383
. Email: europlates@eircom.net
- www.dunboynepowdercoating.ie
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didn’t see that as a problem
either. So it’s certainly nothing
to do with her that poor Brit-
ney ended up in a psychiatric

Oer K@y Katona w:
gusted whén she hearc
her mothegwas writing ¢
in which she boasts :

ht on the bt

GEM OF AN BUSINESS IDEA:
Elaine Sarah Cometrford

ration for designs, I was in
my mother’s house one day
having a cup of tea and chat-
ting. She had always told me
to be trendsetter rather than
a trend follower.

Then I spotted the button
tin, and I thought to myself,
“What about a jewellery col-
lection in buttons. Like a
charm bracelet, but a more
classic design, a design
that would have significant
meaning.”

After the initial concept
came all the technicalities of
the design. I wanted people to
be able to create their own
unique memories, to cus-
tomise their own jewellery —
that’s where the needle and
thread design came from, and
the significance of a loved one
threading on the bracelet
would help create a lasting
memory.

I could see a mother col-
lecting the buttons for all the
moments in her daughter’s
life, and giving them to her on
her 21st birthday or when she
leaves home. It seemed to just
fall into place.

It was a lot of hard work
and there were many setbacks
getting it to where it needed to
be, but finally I felt confident
that I had a really attractive
product.

Whoever it was in RTE
who decided to do Dragons’
Den, 1 just want to say thank
you. It is so difficult creating
a product and setting up a
business from scratch. The
opportunity to pitch my idea
in the Den was the huge break

my little business needs

The timing was per
had the collection which
been developing, called
tons”, a new take on a
idea. My patents and f
marks had come throug
the website www.button
ories.com was live. All
missing was the expe
confidence and conta
get out there.

The grilling in the De
long process cut to th
minutes aired on the sl
have to say the Dragons ¢
n’t have been nicer t
They allowed for the fac
I started off very nerv
And my jewellery colle
was a big hit.

All the Dragons prais
idea — they liked the bra
ear-rings and cufflinks.
unbelievable that thi
them — Niall O’Farrell,
Newman and Gavin Dt
were interested in invest
took a good five minu
looking at the back w
the set to make up my
But with an offer from
for what I wanted — anc
his experience in reta
luxury brands — he w:
obvious choice.

'T don't even
play the Lot
- I'm that
determined
make my ow
fortune!

When I left the Den T
pure shock. I couldn’tb
what had just happer
came, I saw and I cong
the Den, and I couldn’t v
start working with Nia!

Some weeks on, and
starting the proce:
rebranding to Button
and we’re getting our
ucts into shops. It’s a
exciting time and I love
minute of it.

Niall is a very genuir
son and we work brill
together. We're both ¢
same track and have the
visions for the brand.



